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Get Your Sets Ready for the 
2009 NGC Registry Awards 

Posted on 10/5/2009 


Every year, NGC awards the top sets in the NGC Registry. To qualify, your sets 
must be registered by 5pm ET on December 10, 2009. This year’s competition will 
be the largest ever with over 50,000 sets participating. 

As in past years, the winners will include world-class collections and incredible 
exhibitions. Make sure yours are among them, and see if your collection has what 
it takes! As part of the biggest Registry competition ever, one grand prize winner 
will be awarded an exclusive NGC experience. This year, awards are being 
presented in the following categories: 

Competitive Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following four categories: 

• The FIVE Best CLASSIC Sets: 1792-1964 

• The FIVE Best MODERN Sets: 1950 to Date (including Jefferson Nickels 
and Roosevelt Dimes) 

• The FIVE Best PRESENTED Sets(Sets with the best descriptive text and 
coin images) 

• The THREE Best WORLD Sets 


Signature Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following four categories: 

• The Best Overall Signature Set 

• The Best World Signature Set 

• The Most Creative Signature Set 

• The Most Informative Signature Set 



Take the honors in one of these categories, and you’ll receive a personalized 
plaque, an icon of recognition next to your set’s registry listing, and up to 5 Deluxe 
PHOTO PROOFS of NGC coins from your winning set. 

New This Year! 

NGC will select one grand prize winner from the winners in the above categories. 
Our grand prize winner will win a unique experience that includes travel to the 
NGC facilities in Sarasota, FL for a personal registry set consultation with an NGC 
numismatist. This exclusive one-on-one meeting will provide the opportunity to 
gain unique insight into the grade and surface condition of every coin in your set 
and highlight what’s most important about grading the series that you collect to 
help you build the best collection possible. 

To participate, just enter your set online in the NGC Registry. Sets must be at 
least 50% complete to be eligible for the award categories above. 

Collectors Journal Awards 

Additionally, we will award three outstanding Collectors Journal Authors. We will 
consider an author's complete collection of journal entries in determining the 
winners. Journals entries will be judged on writing talent, creativity, enthusiasm, 
numismatic knowledge, and, most importantly, the sharing of a personal sense of 
the collecting journey. The winning authors will receive a personalized plaque and 
an icon of recognition on their homepages. 

Also, collectors with the #1 set in each category will receive an icon of recognition 
by his/her set in the registry and a certificate of achievement. 

The deadline for set registration and journal entries is 5pm ET on December 
10, 2009. 

Winners will be announced on January 8, 2010. 

Click to view previous year's award winners. 
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NGC Certifies Classic South 
American Gold Rarity 

Posted on 10/12/2009 


The unique Ecuador 1862 50 Francos will be auctioned in January as part of 
Heritage’s Signature World Coin Auction in New York. Read on for more details. 

NGC recently certified the unique Ecuador 1862 50 Francos struck in gold. This 
classic rarity of 19th-century South American coinage is an experimental 
denomination that conforms to the European coinage standards of the era. It is 
graded NGC AU 55. 

The coin first appeared in published texts in 1956, offered by Robert Friedberg in 
the November issue of The Numismatist from that year. Scholars believe that he 
acquired the coin from the Virgil Brand estate. After four more auction 
appearances between 1957 and 1976, it was sold into a private collection where it 
has remained since. 



Click image to enlarge 


Although originally listed in Standard Catalog of World Coins as “unique” 

















alongside the regular issue coinage of Ecuador, it was re-catalogued as a pattern 
coin in 1986, and this reference number is provided on the NGC certification 
holder. Although its exact origin and occasion for issue are uncertain, a related 5 
Francos silver coin was struck for circulation in Ecuador in 1858. That coin 
contained 25 grams of 900 fine silver — identical weight and fineness to the 5 
Francs and other crown-sized European silver coinage. 

Some speculate that the coin was produced at the Paris Mint because an “A” 
mintmark appears beneath the bust of Bolivar. The quality of die engraving, 
however, seems incompatible with the superior work of Albert Desire Barre, who 
engraved for the Paris mint at the time, and best evidence suggests that dies 
were executed in Ecuador. The coin’s obverse shows a profile bust of South 
American liberator Simon Bolivar, and the reverse displays the coat of arms of 
Ecuador, above QUITO, the capital city and location of Ecuador’s mint. 

After being off the market for three and a half decades, this coin will be auctioned 
on January 3-4, 2010, as part of Heritage’s Signature World Coin Auction in New 
York. 
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NGC Grading On-Site at Silver 
Dollar & Rare Coin Expo 

Posted on 10/1/2009 


NGC will offer grading and Details Grading, as well as encapsulation in our state- 
of-the-art holder, at this exciting show. Don’t miss this opportunity — read on for 
details! 


NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation at the Silver Dollar & Rare Coin 
Expo Wednesday, October 14 (during dealer setup) through Friday, October 16. 
Please check with NGC show representatives for daily submission cut-off times. 
NGC will be at Booth 1901-1903. 


NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental 
surface conditions. It will be provided automatically and at no additional charge for 
all on-site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of this service if 
they prefer to have such coin returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView© Holder. Please read below for complete details on the services 
offered during the show: 


Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $1,500 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or regular show 










pricing applies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder $10 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView© 
holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is 1GC Details Graded. 


Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World Services, 
Ancient coin services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept 
submissions of the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular 
service submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: 20th Anniversary Eagles, 
Early Releases, American Liberty Series, 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These 
submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

Visit our table to get answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 


Articles List 






NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



'/Coins 


MA S SHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


catawiki view an > 


oo@o® 

<®ncs i-PMG max: ®ccs basg~ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


HI United States 





Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



China Submission Center Offers 
Easy Access to NGC Services 

Posted on 10/12/2009 


Guangzhou National Standard Numismatic Collection Grading Co. Ltd 
(Guangzhou GB), which opened in June 2009, is a full service submission center, 
sending coins to NGC and NCS and paper money to PMG. 

During a recent visit to China, Guangzhou GB demonstrated its state-of-the-art 
handling procedures for transmission of coins to the US. Upon receipt at their 
office, each coin is weighed and photographed by trained personnel. In the photo 
below, Mr. Steve Eichenbaum, CEO of Certified Collectibles Group (CCG), looks 
on with Guangzhou GB management as a customer delivers coins for 
certification. This custom built tracking system confirms that each individual item 
is properly accounted for during the submission process. The submission center 
handles shipping, insurance and customs arrangements for transport to Sarasota, 
FL, providing international collectors with greater access to CCG services. 



The marketplace in China is also currently experiencing a growing preference for 
NGC-certified coins that provide a guarantee of authenticity and condition. A large 













banner can be seen outside the numismatic marketplace in Guangzhou, China 
advertising the submission center’s services. In the photograph below, Mr. 
Eichenbaum is seen with Zhen Wei-Gang, president of the Guangdong Province 
Coin Collection Association, beside the newly installed billboard. 
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New World Set Types Added in 
the NGC Registry 

Posted on 10/13/2009 


There’s no better time than now to register your sets. Read on and view the new 
World categories available in the Registry, and find out how to participate in this 
years’ Registry Awards! 

In an ongoing effort to increase the options for NGC Registry participants, we 
have been actively adding new World set types. The NGC Registry currently 
offers the broadest set options for World coin collectors. 


Below you can review the World categories already available in the NGC Registry 
and click a country name to see the specific set types currently available. Check 
back often as we continue to make updates. 


Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Canada - Maritime Provinces 
China Panda Coins 
Cuba 
Denmark 

Dominican Republic 

France 

Great Britain 

Great Britain - Proof Sets 
Great Britain - Type Sets 


Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Poland 

Russia 

South Africa 

South Africa - Proof Sets 
South Korea 
Sweden 
Switzerland 


If you have sets that you would like to register, there is no better time than the 
present. The NGC Registry awards are approaching and this year we are 
introducing a new awards category in competitive sets — Best World Sets. The 
deadline for set registration is December 10, 2009. Winners will be announced on 
January 8, 2010. Click here for more details regarding the 2009 NGC Registry 




Awards. 


The NGC Registry is a tool for the collecting community where their collections 
can be displayed and ranked against other great collections. NGC- and PCGS- 
certified coins are eligible for inclusion and every coin registered in a competitive 
category receives a point value associated with its desirability and certified grade. 

There is no fee to participate in the NGC Registry only a free Collectors Society 
membership is required. The Collectors Society is an online community developed 
to provide services and education to collectors. The NGC Registry is just one of 
the many resources available with free membership. Visit the NGC Web site to 
learn more about the Registry and how to get started. 
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Counterfeit Proof 1885 Liberty 
Nickel 


Posted on 10/9/2009 

This newly made fake is certainly deceiving some collectors as we're seeing it 
appear in recent submissions. Learn how to identify it! 

Recently this unusual fake, believed to be of new manufacture, has appeared in 
NGC submissions. Although not particularly deceptive, NGC has received a 
handful of them. Our best guess as to why: it’s not a coin that anyone really would 
expect to be counterfeited. It demonstrates that fakes of just about every issue 
exist and it’s worthwhile to be vigilant when buying uncertified coins or from an 
unfamiliar source. 



Proof 1885 Liberty Nickel. The genuine example 
is on the left and the counterfeit is on the right. 
Click image to enlarge 


There are obvious clues that identify this 1885 nickel as a fake. First, the devices 
(design elements) show a pebbled or rough texture that is unlike that seen on any 
authentic examples. Knowing the texture of a coin’s surface does require a 
degree of familiarity with authentic examples, but it can also be the easiest telltale 
of a fake. Authentic proof Liberty Nickels have crisp design features and smooth 
or very, very fine grained devices. Large nooks and crannies visible throughout 
the design are the hallmarks of this copy. Compare an enlargement of the date 






area with that of a genuine example — the real coin is on top. 


The second giveaway that this coin is bad is the 
shallowness of its design elements. Note how the 
Liberty’s ear dissolves into the fields. Same with the 
hair detail above her temple and at top of her neck. 
The shape of these elements will be crisp on an 
authentic specimen and clearly separate from the 
fields with a sharp delineation. Other elements of the 
design are similarly not crisp. Look at the stars. On 
genuine proofs, the intersecting lines will be clear. 
Here, the first star is especially weak and the others 
are rounded and amorphous. 

Learning to pick out clues like those mentioned above are a great starting point to 
spotting fakes. 
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USA Coin Album: Silver Dollar 
Memories 


Posted on 10/12/2009 

This month, David W. Lange shares some memories from his early days of coin 
collecting. Read on for the full story. 

It was my pleasure to review the manuscript for 
Roger Burdette’s fine book on Peace Dollars and 
add my comments. The finished product is 
everything I had hoped it would be, and I wish 
him much success with it. While on the subject 
of silver dollars, I’d like to relate a few 
observations and anecdotes about these coins 
and the role they’ve played in my collecting 
history. 

I missed out on getting silver dollars in 
circulation by just a couple of years, as I began collecting coins around 1965. 
Though other silver coins dating back to 1940 or so were still common then, the 
big dollars were already being hoarded for their silver value. (The bullion value of 
silver dollars equaled their face value at just $1.29 / ounce. Fractional silver coins 
didn’t suffer this fate until the price rose to $1.38, and that didn’t occur until a 
couple years after the introduction of clad coins.) 

The price of silver was not the only cause for the disappearance of silver dollars 
from circulation. The coins had been obtainable from the US Treasury as late as 
March of 1964, but the great run on Treasury stocks that had begun in the late 
1950s made it obvious that these coins were being taken for their collector value 
rather than for any legitimate currency need. The sole exception to this situation 
was found in the gambling casinos of Nevada, where silver dollars were still 
widely used on gaming tables and in “one-armed bandit” slot machines. Soon, 
these too were being taken home by customers instead of being cashed in at the 





end of play. As the casinos found themselves increasingly unable to replace the 
lost dollars, they briefly resorted to filing off the coins’ dates in a desperate attempt 
to destroy their appeal as collector items. This did little to slow the withdrawal of 
silver dollars, since it was becoming evident to nearly everyone that the coins 
would soon be worth more than a dollar for their silver content alone. The 
replacement of one-dollar silver certificates with Federal Reserve notes in 1963 
only confirmed what the public already suspected. 

Like many families of the time, mine had a few silver dollars around the house as I 
was growing up. Though my mother clearly remembered silver dollars being in 
everyday circulation in San Francisco during the 1950s, she had neither the 
interest nor the means to set them aside when they were needed to buy 
groceries. Instead, the coins that survived had been given to me and my brother 
as holiday gifts and whenever one of my relatives returned from a gambling 
vacation in Reno, just a few hours drive away. Mine were put away secretly by my 
parents, since I was considered too young to have so much money in my hands. I 
had been collecting coins for a couple of years before I learned of this inheritance, 
which consisted of about a dozen mixed Morgan and Peace dollars. 

After expressing my shock that this fact had been withheld from me despite my 
obvious interest in old coins, I began to study what the hoard contained. As I 
recall, the roster included circulated Philadelphia Mint dollars of 1879, 1887, 1889, 
1891, 1896, 1897, 1921 Morgan type (of course), 1922 (inevitably) and 1923. The 
remaining coins, as I remember, were 1922-D and 1926-S. This was clearly not 
the Redfield Hoard, nor was it going to be easy to complete either the Morgan or 
Peace series with this foundation. Since my brother had given up coin collecting a 
few years earlier, I saw no harm in secretly swapping out a couple of my 
duplicates for ones in his assortment, and so I thus obtained 1921-D and 1922-S 
dollars for my small collection. 

Always one to do things in a grand manner, I purchased all five folders needed to 
hold the complete series of silver dollars 1878-1935, even though a couple of 
these would each feature only one of my pieces! The coin department at the 
Woolworth store, my only source for numismatica at the time, wanted $3 apiece 
for worn silver dollars, and it soon became evident that continuing this collection 
was an impossible goal for a ten-year-old. Realizing that I could better apply my 
funds toward my sets of Buffalo nickels and Mercury dimes, I determined to sell 
these useless silver dollars. A fellow who worked with my father was a vest-pocket 
coin dealer, and he came to the house one evening to look over the accumulation. 

I was very proud of myself when I negotiated a price of $2.25 per coin, my first 
experience as a coin dealer. This sale also included my brother’s silver dollars, as 



he too had little use for the coins but plenty of ideas for the money they brought. 


In the 40 years since that evening, I’ve put together two or three nearly complete 
sets of Morgan and Peace dollars in various grade ranges. In my latest venture, 
I’ve tried to assemble complete sets of evenly worn, problem-free coins grading 
Fine or Very Fine and having matching color. Most dates have been easy to 
obtain, but the real stoppers have been 1897(P) and 1925(P), both of which seem 
to have never circulated enough to reach those grades. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,”appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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NumisMedia Market Report: 
Buyers Showing Renewed 
Interest in the Market 


Posted on 10/12/2009 


This month NumisMedia has a lot to report about a continually improving coin 
market. Several recent shows have sported good results. NumisMedia has the full 
story. 

The majority of dealers in attendance did not think the ANA in Los Angeles was a 
particularly good location for a major event. However, it did mark the beginning of 
an improvement in the coin market. In the following weeks, the Long Beach Expo 
and the Whitman Coin and Currency Show in Philadelphia also exhibited an 
increase in activity by dealers and collectors / investors. Dealers felt the Long 
Beach Show was much better than they expected. Attendance by the public 
showed marked improvement from the previous show at the end of May. Dealers 
working the bourse floor seemed to benefit from the fact that many dealers from 
the East Coast chose not to make this trip. There have been several major shows 
in a one-month period and the expenses can eat up sparse profits. 


The Heritage Auction at the Long Beach Expo was another successful event for 
the company that maintains the largest Internet bidding client list in the country. 
Whether there is visible activity in the auction room or not, there are always 
thousands of bidders participating in their auctions. This auction realized over $18 
million and contained numerous highlights. One of the most dazzling coins in the 
sale was the 1891 $20 Liberty in Proof 67 Ultra Cameo, graded by NGC. This coin 
sold for $158,125. Here are a few more highlights listed below. 


Denomination 

1799 Large Cent 
1925 D Lincoln Cent 
1823/2 Bust Dime 


Grade Price Realized 

PCGS VF 25 $25,300 

PCGS MS 66 RD $74,750 
NGC MS 66 $11,500 


1854 Seated Quarter w/ Arr NGC PR 65 


$21,850 



1904 S Barber Half 
1849 Seated Dollar 
1851 Seated Dollar 
1889 CC Morgan Dollar 
1892 Morgan Dollar DMPL 
1807 $2 V 2 Gold 
1883 0 $10 Gold 
1859 0 $20 Gold 
1861 O $20 Gold 
1906 $20 Gold 
1920 S $20 Saint 
1930 S $20 Saint 


PCGS MS 66 

$74,750 

NGC PR 64 

$37,375 

NGC MS 63 

$54,625 

NGC MS 62 

$21,850 

PCGS MS 65 

$11,500 

NGC MS 63 

$43,125 

NGC AU 50 

$43,125 

NGC AU 58 

$69,000 

NGC AU 55 

$57,500 

PCGS MS 65 

$25,300 

PCGS MS 64 

$132,250 

PCGS MS 63 

$86,250 


In most cases, FMV prices for Modern series coins are driven by the multitudes of 
new collectors who enjoy the quality of very high grades. They may not be yet 
sophisticated enough to understand that older, classic coinage, had impediments 
to perfection. Today, the US Mint builds perfection into our coins and registry set 
collecting has added thousands of new collectors to numismatics. However, 
because of current economic conditions, many collectors have been forced to sell 
these high-grade rarities into a weak modern market. Lately we have seen many 
of the Mint State and Proof 70 coins being sold at heavy discounts. Yet, there are 
still collectors who want the finest and are willing to pay for the best coins 
available. When two or more collectors go head-to-head in a major auction, prices 
realized can easily exceed current FMV. In the Long Beach Sale, a 1991 Silver 
Eagle in MS 70 brought $34,500 in an NGC holder. Next, a 1996 in the same 
grade and holder sold for $21,850; and finally a 1999, again NGC MS 70, realized 
$27,600. 

Results from recent auctions show what is happening to Deep Mirror Prooflike 
Morgan Dollars. While Silver Dollars are a staple of many fine collections, DMPL 
Dollars are a highly specialized area that requires a deep understanding of overall 
quality. Compromise is very important because the depth of a mirrored dollar also 
exposes the marks on the coin at a disproportionate rate compared to other coins. 
The increase or decrease in the collector base moves with the cycles of this 
market. When the market is hot, the collector base grows considerably. However, 
when the market reverses, a few highly competitive collectors loosing interest can 
have a tremendous effect on the prices of high-end coins. The loss of these main 
buyers over the last year has caused DMPL Dollars to fall drastically. On the other 
hand, this creates buying opportunities. The following examples compare FMV 
prices in today’s market versus one year ago. 


Date & Grade October 2009 FMV October 2008 FMV 

1878 7 T/F MS 65 $9,190 $12,060 

1880 O MS 65 $62,500 $76,880 



1887 MS 66 

$3,470 

$5,220 

1887/6 MS 65 

$24,380 

$37,500 

1888 MS 67 

$41,880 

$50,630 

1890 SMS 65 

$9,440 

$13,440 

1895 SMS 66 

$83,130 

$105,630 

1897 MS 66 

$19,690 

$34,690 

1898 MS 67 

$36,880 

$50,630 

1903 MS 65 

$25,630 

$39,060 

1904 MS 65 

$73,130 

$92,190 


There are many other examples in Deep Mirror Prooflikes where the FMV has lost 
a considerable amount of luster in the last year. Buyers are in the market only if 
they feel the coins are a bargain compared to the highs of a year ago. This is still 
a highly desirable series and DMPL collectors looking to buy are currently in an 
advantageous position. 


This article is a guest article written by: 



MEMBER BENEFITS • NEWS 
• PRICE GUIDES • AUCTIONS 
The Dealer Trading Network WWW.nUmismedia.COfTl 


misMedia 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



VCoins 


MA ©SHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


catawiki view an > 


©©<§©© 

-iNCS 2>PMG iCGC" SCCS „.ASG' 


COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 




Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


i§ United States 




Sign In 



Join NGC 



Ancients: Classic Greek Coins: 
Part l 


Posted on 10/13/2009 


David Vagi discusses the design varieties of select ancient Greek coins in this first 


of a multi-part series. 

The variety of designs found on ancient Greek coins seems limitless, and trying to 
pick the ten most famous coin types is like trying to choose the ten best movies of 
all times - it cannot be done to the satisfaction of all. So, I’ve chosen fifty 
representative coins spread among five major categories. 

The selections will be limited to coins that a collector can expect to encounter - no 
tantalizing rarities to whet your appetite only to be absent from the menu. Also, as 
a matter of convenience the coins will all be types in silver. 

In this first installment we'll start with the issues of Greece proper and continue 
every other month with the remaining four. 



1. Thrace, Island of Thasos. Silver Stater, c.525-450 B.C. This popular design 
originated in Thrace, in the northern part of Greece - a region that a purist would 
argue was not Greek at all. These staters show on their obverse a satyr abducting 
a nymph, and on their reverse a punch with no design. A later version, seemingly 
produced between about 435 and 400 B.C., has a similar design, though this time 
the satyr seduces the nymph, whom he cradles in his arms. 




2. Thrace, Maroneia. Silver Tetradrachm, 2nd-1st Centuries B.C. Wine 
aficionados appreciate this Greek coin, as it celebrates the renown this city 
earned for its fine wine, which was exported throughout the Mediterranean world. 
The obverse shows a youthful portrait of the god Dionysus, famed for his 
patronage of the vine. That same deity is shown on the reverse as a standing 
figure, holding a cluster of grapes and two narthex stalks (stems of fennel). They 
are struck on a thin, broad planchet as is typical of coins from the late Hellenistic 
period. 



3. Thessaly, Larissa. Silver Drachm, 4th Century B.C. Located in the fertile 
pastures of central Greece, many miles northwest of Athens, the city of Larissa 
struck a series of coins with the facing head of a local water nymph on the 
obverse and a horse on the reverse. The horse is shown in various positions (in 
this case it is about to roll) and is sometimes accompanied by a person or a foal 
These coins are quite artistic and always are popular with collectors. 



4. Boeotia, Thebes. Silver Stater, c.395-338 B.C. The design of a shield and 


amphora came to symbolize the coinage of Thebes, an important city in central 
Greece. The shield is of a particular type (not surprisingly) known as Boeotian, 
and the amphora, a vessel, is of a familiar shape. The name of a magistrate 
usually appears in the field on the reverse, accounting for the main element of the 
diversity within the series. However, some varieties show decorations on or above 
the amphora, and earlier types replace the amphora with various deities from the 
Greek pantheon. 



5. Attica, Athens. Silver Tetradrachm, c.440-404 B.C. This is the most 
recognized coin of ancient Greece, for it was produced by the most important city 
of Greece and was struck in great quantities, mainly from the 460s to the 290s 
B.C. The obverse shows the helmeted head of Athena, the patron deity of the city. 
The reverse shows the goddesses owl, flanked by the city name, an olive sprig 
and a crescent moon. These were extensively used in trade, and many suffer 
from deep chisel cuts or banker’s marks. The issue was also extensively copied in 
Asia Minor, Egypt and Arabia, where both the originals and the look-alikes were 
standard currency. 



6. Attica, Athens. Silver Tetradrachm, 2nd-1st Centuries B.C. The eventual 
follow-up to the main issue of Athens tetradrachms of earlier times was the “new 
style” tetradrachm. This coin was often described in ancient times as a 
stephanophorus, or “wreath-bearer”, because of the laurel wreath that encloses 
the reverse design of an owl upon an overturned amphora. The city goddess 
Athena still graces the obverse, this time wearing an ornate helmet with three 
crests. The reverse fields are filled with names of magistrates and interesting 




symbols. The precise dating of these coins is still a hot topic of numismatic 
research. 



7. Island of Aegina. Silver Stater, c.525-480 B.C. Another powerful city-state 
occupied the island of Aegina, not far from Athens. Her famous ‘turtle’ coins 
circulated widely in the Mediterranean and through the course of trade were often 
heavily worn or disfigured with chisel cuts or banker’s marks. Two distinct types 
were struck: the earlier pieces have a turtle on the obverse with a smooth shell 
often decorated with pellets; the later pieces show a tortoise with a broad shell 
divided into segments. The reverses of both types have incuse punches, with the 
earlier being deep and simplistic and the later ones being shallow, with their 
squares and triangles often containing letters or designs. 



8. Corinthia, Corinth. Silver Stater, 4th Century B.C. One of Athens’ rivals was 
Corinth, a city recognized for all of the colonies it founded in Greece and South 
Italy (which tended to strike coins of the same design as their mother city). 
Corinthian-style coins were also a favorite form of payment for Greek mercenaries 
abroad. The obverses of these coins show Pegasus, the mythological winged 
horse, and the reverses show the head of a female wearing a Corinthian helmet 
high upon her head. Traditionally described as the goddess Athena, she might 
actually be a local city goddess. Many different symbols appear behind the deity’s 
head, which can be a separate collecting theme. 



9. Sicyonia, Sicyon. Silver Stater, c.380-330 B.C. This coin type is especially 
interesting since it shows on its reverse a dove, today recognized as a symbol of 
peace, and on its obverse a Chimaera, a fearsome creature in the form of a lion 
with the attached forepart of a goat and a snake for its tail. The main issue of 
these coins was struck during a relatively brief period, and they are scarcer than 
any of the coins yet described. This city was located close to Corinth, near the 
point where the mainland of Greece joins the lower land mass, known as the 
Peloponnesus. 




10. Elis, Olympia. Silver Stater, c.mid-4th Century B.C. The silver staters of 
Olympia were struck every four years to support commerce at the Olympic Games 
and to serve as souvenirs for visitors. The types on the earliest coins vary 
considerably, but the issues of the late Classical and early Hellenistic period 
usually bear on their obverse the head of the god Zeus or his sister-wife, Hera. An 
eagle is usually shown on the reverse. They were not commercial ‘trade’ coins 
issued on a regular basis, but were struck for a special occasion that still 
resonates in the modern day. 

Photos courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group 
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Maximize the Presentation of 
Your Coins 


Posted on 10/12/2009 

The greatest service you can do for your coins is to protect them in the NGC 
Scratch-Resistant EdgeView® Holder. Find out how you can have your coins 
reholdered by NGC. 

NGC offers a reholder service to have your coins placed in NGC’s scratch- 
resistant holder. These holders are coated with the same material used to protect 
eyeglass lenses from scratching during regular use and do not affect holder 
transparency. The cost is $10 per coin and takes approximately 5-working days. 

SCRATCH^RESISTANT 

EdgeView Holder 

In addition, once reholdered, all coins are imaged for security purposes, and their 
images are available using online verification . 

Also remember that Scratch-Resistant EdgeView® holder is used automatically 
for all Express and Walkthrough submissions and for all on-site services. 
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Tips For Using NGC Crossover 
Service 


Posted on 9/28/2009 

NGC has everything you need to know to take advantage of Crossover service. 
Read on for details. Updated 3/17/2014. 

NGC provides a Crossover service option for coins certified by PCGS. Using this 
service allows a submitter to send these coins to NGC for certification without 
removing them from their holders prior to submission. If the coins meet NGC- 
standards for the submitter's requested minimum grade, they will be removed 
from their holders and certified by NGC. If they fail to meet NGC’s standards, they 
will be returned to the submitter in their original PCGS holders. 

Coins graded by services other than PCGS are not eligible for the Crossover 
service. They must be removed from their holder prior to being graded. NGC can 
remove coins from these holders when submissions are accompanied by a coin 
removal consent form [pdl . A form must accompany each applicable submission 
invoice. 

When submitting coins for Crossover service, an appropriate grading tier must 
also be selected. Crossover coins should always be submitted on an invoice by 
themselves separate from coins that do not require Crossover service. There is 
no additional fee for Crossover; only the grading tier charges apply. 

The major distinguishing feature of completing a Crossover submission is the 
Minimum Grade column on the submission form. Since this aspect of Crossover 
submission varies from the standard submission process, it prompts questions 
from submitters. Below we’ve described the minimum grade requests that can be 
supplied to NGC and clarified how they are used. Providing information in this 
format will help NGC process your submission accurately and without delay: 

Crossover at same grade — If you would like your coin to be certified by 




NGC at the same grade as it is presently certified, write SAME in the space 
provided in the Crossover Min. Grade column. Note that the minimum grade 
request applies to both the numerical grade and designation such as Cameo or 
Ultra Cameo. If the grade criteria are satisfied but the designation criteria are 
not, your coin will not cross. 

IMPORTANT: If the Crossover Min. Grade column on the NGC Submission 
Form is left blank, the grade on the holder becomes the Crossover Minimum 
Grade. A blank column does NOT mean cross at any grade. It means cross at 
the same grade. 

You may NOT request a higher grade than the grade on the current holder 

— Even though a higher grade cannot be requested when using the Crossover 
submission, coins can cross at a higher grade level if they meet NGC’s 
standards. 

Specified Minimum Grade — Submitters willing to cross their coins to NGC at 
a lower grade level than the grade on the PCGS holder can specify a minimum 
grade by writing the numeric grade in the Crossover Min. Grade column. For 
example, if a coin is graded MS 64 and the submitter will accept an MS 63 from 
NGC, the grade MS 63 should be written in the Crossover Min. Grade for that 
line item. 

Cross at any grade — Write ANY in the Crossover Min. Grade column to 
have your coins crossed regardless of their grades. Note that coins with 
detrimental surface conditions such as scratches or improper cleaning will not 
cross if ANY is specified. 

Coins for NGC Details Grading — Coins with detrimental surface conditions, 
including coins that have been net graded or described as genuine by other 
companies can be crossed to an NGC Details Grading holder by writing 
DETAILS in the Crossover Min. Grade column. If DETAILS is requested and a 
coin is eligible for numerical grade, a numerical grade will be assigned. And 
vice versa, if a numerically graded coin has a detrimental surface condition, it 
will be NGC Details Graded if DETAILS has been specified. 

Coins with Designations, for example CAMEO and FULL BANDS — When 
submitting coins for Crossover, you cannot request a designation that is not 
already assigned to the coin on its current holder. For example, you cannot 
request that a Standing Liberty Quarter that has not been designated FULL 
HEAD cross to NGC only if it receives the FULL HEAD designation. 



Star Designation — You cannot request that a coin cross only if it receives the 
NGC Star Designation. 

The submitter is responsible for Crossover Minimum Grade requests. Please 
note, no refunds or rebates are available for coins that failed to cross because 
Crossover Minimum Grade requests were too high. 

If you have additional questions regarding NGC’s Crossover Service, please 
contact NGC Customer Service. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1808 
Capped Bust Half Dollar 

Posted on 10/12/2009 

This month’s feature is a fine example of the Capped Bust design, and still 
exhibits amazing eye appeal. 

Along with copper cents, silver half dollars were the principal product of the United 
States Mint after 1804, when the coinage of dollars ceased. While most halves 
went into circulation as intended, many remained within bank vaults as a hard 
money backing for banknotes and other financial obligations. 



John Reich’s splendid bust of Liberty had debuted just the year before when this 
fine example was coined. The dates of 1807 and 1808 represent an important 
subtype of the Capped Bust design and are thus highly prized by type collectors. 
Though struck from worn and cracked dies, this beautiful specimen nevertheless 
exhibits amazing eye appeal. Its luster is deep and frosty throughout, and this is 
overlaid with sumptuous toning in warm shades of lavender, gold, russet and sky 
blue. The surfaces of this glorious half dollar are especially pristine. 

Are you interested in Half Dollars? Click here to visit the NGC Coin Encyclopedia 
and read more. 
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Millions Lost From Coin Fakes, 
Hobby Leaders Warn 

Posted on 10/12/2009 


Hobby leaders have issued a new release to inform collectors about the dangers 
of counterfeit coins offered for sale in online auctions and elsewhere, such as flea 
markets and swap meets. 

(Fallbrook, California) — Chinese-made counterfeit coins pose a significant 
financial threat to unsuspecting consumers, according to leaders of five of the 
country’s most influential rare coin organizations. They warn the public is 
spending millions of dollars on fake U.S. coins offered in online auctions and 
elsewhere, such as flea markets and swap meets. 

In a jointly-issued consumer advisory the groups caution the public not to 
purchase any so-called "replica" coins because they may be in violation of federal 
law. They also urge consumers to only purchase genuine rare coins from 
reputable, professional dealers or face the risk of losing money on copies that are 
illegal to re-sell. 

Below is the consumer protection warning issued by (in alphabetical order) the 
American Numismatic Association (www.money.org), the Industry Council for 
Tangible Assets (www.ICTAonline.org), Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(www.NGCcoin.com), Professional Coin Grading Service (www.PCGS.com) and 
the Professional Numismatists Guild (www.PNGdealers.com). 

Consumer Advisory About 
Counterfeit Coins 


Hobby periodicals report that more than a million counterfeit coins manufactured 
in China have been fraudulently sold in the United States posing a significant 
financial risk for unsuspecting consumers. Buyer beware! Consumers who buy an 



item based only on its perceived rarity and who have no knowledge as to how to 
determine whether the coin is genuine subject themselves to great risk of losing 
their money. 

The American Numismatic Association (ANA), the Industry Council for Tangible 
Assets (ICTA), Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), Professional Coin 
Grading Service (www.PCGS.com) and the Professional Numismatists Guild 
(PNG) urge consumers to educate themselves before making purchases: know 
what you are buying and purchase only from reputable, experienced rare coin 
dealers (professional numismatists). 

"We believe many of these counterfeits subsequently are being resold as genuine 
rare coins in online auctions and at flea markets and swap meets," said Clifford 
Mishler, ANA President. 

"Millions of dollars already have been spent on these fakes and potentially 
millions more may be unwittingly lost by consumers who mistakenly think they’re 
getting a genuine rare coin," warned Paul Montgomery, PNG President. 

It is a violation of United States federal law to sell unmarked replicas. The U.S. 
Hobby Protection Act, first enacted in 1973 (Public Law 93-167 15 US Code 
§2101 et seq) requires manufacturers and importers of imitation numismatic items 
to mark them plainly and permanently with the word, "COPY" in accordance with 
the Code of Federal Regulations (16 CFR part 304). 

Thousands of coins described as "copy" or "replica" are listed for sale in online 
auctions every day. There also are numerous reports of replica coins being 
exported from China without the word, "COPY," incused in the surface as the law 
requires. On most on-line offers, photos of the replica depict the word, falsely 
showing consumers a different product than the one they’re actually buying. 

"We believe many of these are simply counterfeits that eventually will be 
purchased for significant amounts of money by unsuspecting buyers," said Fred 
Weinberg, ICTA Chairman. 

Coin World, a respected weekly hobby publication, recently reported that 99 
percent of the "replica" items sold into the U.S. market do not contain the required 
"COPY" markings. One counterfeiter in China told the publication he already has 
produced and sold more than one million coins. 

To protect the public, our organizations are aggressively working to 


• combat the unrestricted imports of counterfeit coins; 



• halt the fraudulent offerings in online auctions; 

• explore asking for legal actions by federal law enforcement agencies against 
importers and re-sellers of illegal numismatic items; 

• explore united legal action by our organizations to protect the public. 

"Even during the recession, the United States rare coin market remains vibrant 
and active with an estimated $5 billion in annual sales. We urge collectors and 
investors to become knowledgeable and use common sense when buying," said 
Steven R. Eichenbaum, NGC Chief Executive Officer. 

"Some of the counterfeits are of extremely high quality, so if you don’t know rare 
coins, you’d better know your coin dealer. You should only buy from reputable and 
knowledgeable dealers who have a return policy with regard to non-genuine 
coins," said Don Willis, President of the Professional Coin Grading Service. 

In addition, there are reliable rare coin authentication companies whose certified 
coins are guaranteed for authenticity. Two such companies, among others, are 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and Professional Coin Grading Service 
(PCGS). 

For a copy of the informative booklet, What You Should Know Before You Buy 
Rare Coins, send $1 to the Professional Numismatists Guild, 3950 Concordia 
Lane, Fallbrook, CA 92028. 
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United States Mint to Offer 
2009 American Buffalo Proof 
Gold and American Eagle 
Platinum Proof Coins 


Posted on 10/6/2009 

Agency also announces products not offered in 2009. 

WASHINGTON - The United States Mint announced today that it will offer for sale 
2009 one-ounce American Buffalo Proof Gold Coins and one-ounce American 
Eagle Platinum Proof Coins. The release dates for these products are tentatively 
October 29 and December 3, 2009, respectively. In addition, the agency will 
release the one-ounce 2009 American Buffalo Gold Bullion Coin on October 15 
and the fractional 2009 American Eagle Gold Bullion Coins-in the one-half ounce, 
one-quarter ounce, and one-tenth ounce weights-on December 3. 

The United States Mint will not offer the following products in 2009: the one-ounce 
American Eagle Silver Proof Coin; the one-ounce American Eagle Silver 
Uncirculated Coin; the American Eagle Gold Proof Coins (all weights, as well as 
the four-coin set); the one-ounce American Eagle Gold Uncirculated Coin; the 
United States Mint Annual Uncirculated Dollar Coin SetTM, which also includes a 
one-ounce American Eagle Silver Uncirculated Coin; and the American Eagle 
Platinum Bullion Coins (all weights). 

Because of unprecedented demand for American Eagle Gold and Silver Bullion 
Coins, the United States Mint suspended production of 2009 proof and 
uncirculated versions of these coins. All available 22-karat gold and silver bullion 
blanks are being allocated to the American Eagle Gold and American Eagle Silver 
Bullion Coin Programs, as mandated by Public Law 99-185 and Public Law 99-61, 
respectively. Both laws direct the agency to produce these coins in quantities 
sufficient to meet public demand. The proof and uncirculated versions of the 



American Eagle Gold and Silver Proof Coins are not mandated by law. 


The United States Mint is working diligently with current and potential blank 
suppliers to increase the supply of bullion coin blanks, so it can offer to the public 
the proof and uncirculated versions of American Eagle silver, gold, and platinum 
coins in 2010. 

The United States Mint, created by Congress in 1792, is the Nation's sole 
manufacturer of legal tender coinage. Its primary mission is to produce an 
adequate volume of circulating coinage for the Nation to conduct its trade and 
commerce. The United States Mint also produces proof, uncirculated and 
commemorative coins; Congressional Gold Medals; and silver, gold and platinum 
bullion coins. 

[Special note to NGC submitters: American Eagle Coins and American Buffalo 
Gold Coins are eligible for the Early Releases designation. The Early Releases 
cutoff dates will be posted on our website as soon as the release of coins begins. 
Click to view Early Releases cutoff dates.] 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Upcoming Champion Hong 
Kong Auction Offers Chinese 
Numismatic Rarities 


Posted on 10/12/2009 

The upcoming Champion Hong Kong Auction features a rich selection of Chinese 
coins and banknotes certified by Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and 
Paper Money Guaranty (PMG). 

Among the auction listings are Chinese Empire minor Silver and Copper coins 
from the noted Shanghai Chang Family Collection. Also presented is a group of 
Copper Pattern coins from an American collection, including an extremely rare 
Szechuan Ten Cash Pattern, whose heritage may include the Berlin Mint. 

The auction will be held on October 25, 2009 at the Sheraton Hong Kong Hotel. 
More information can be found on Champion’s multi-lingual website, 
www.cghka.com and the auction can be seen at 

www.liveauctioneers.com/catalog/19683. 

Among the many coin highlights are the following: 
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CHINA-SHANTUNG 1926 Dragon and Phoenix 
20 and 10 Dollars Gold Patterns 

Click to view auction. 


These intriguing gold patterns were issued under the warlord, Chang Tsung- 
ch'ang (Zhang Zongchang), who was military governor of Shantung from April 
1925 till 1928. Kann notes that examples of these Shantung $10 and $20 gold 
patterns were owned by himself, Chicago collector, Don C. Keefer, and by R. F. 
Schermerhorn. When Kann's collection came up for auction in 1971, it contained 
two examples of each value - an uncirculated version and a proof version. Less 
than ten examples of each are thought to exist. These pieces have been off the 
market since their last appearance in a 1993 Hong Kong auction. 

Estimate(US$): $168,000-$198,000 



CHINA-REPUBLIC 1921 Hsu Shih Chang 
One Dollar Gold NGC MS62 K1570a 

Click to view auction. 


Finest Known 1921 Hsu Shih Chang Dollar Gold CHINA-REPUBLIC 1921 Hsu 
Shih Chang One Dollar Gold, Without Motto, L&M1125, K1570a, NGC MS62. 











































Estimate(US$):$40,000-$60,000 



CHINA-CHEKIANG 1902 10 Cents Silver Proof Pattern 
NGC SP65 K122i 

Click to view auction. 


CHINA-CHEKIANG 1902 10 Cents Silver Proof Pattern, Minted by Birmingham 
Mint, British, L&M280, K122i, NGC SP65. Delicate engraved, Extremely Rare. 
Estimate(US$): $40,000-$60,000 



CHINA-KIANGNAN 1898 20 Cents Silver NGC MS65 Y143A 

Click to view auction. 


Among the Finest Known. Kiangnan 1898 20 Cents Silver CHINA-KIANGNAN 
1898 20 Cents Silver, Large characters, L&M219, K72, Y143A, NGC MS65. 
Chang Collection. 

Estimate(US$): $4,000-$8,000 
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